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the Restoration the English Catholics looked to James as a patron, if
not something more; one of Hyde's correspondents refers to "that
foolish generation of priests and Catholics", and continues, "I hope you
do not think any man of that religion so kind to the King as to the Duke
of York and his servants." It seems also to have been the work of a very
few hot-heads and to have died from lack of support.1 In any case, in
August Father Talbot was in Paris and Fuentarrabia, protesting his
loyalty to Charles and trying to induce everyone to believe that he had
never wavered in that loyalty. Charles was very angry with Talbot, who
had already annoyed him by officious intervention in the negotiation
with the Spaniards when Charles was about to leave Cologne, but he
does not appear to have suspected James of complicity in any of Talbot's
intrigues.

In the confused politics of the eighteen months preceding the
Restoration, Charles and James took no effective part, though the failure
of all alternative governments produced for them a favourable and
unexpected result. During this period there were two projects for
achieving the Restoration by the help of foreign arms, both of which
happily failed, and the Restoration, when it came, was not complicated
and embittered by the presence of foreign troops, but was the result of
an almost unanimous revulsion of feeling on the part of the English
people. In August 1659 Sir George Booth attempted a Royalist rising
in Cheshire, and Charles planned a descent on the south coast of
England if the attempt should succeed and be followed by a general
rising. James was on a visit to his sister Mary when he received a
sudden summons to Brussels. When he arrived there Charles had
already started for Calais. James followed him, and caught him up at
St. Omer; they were on enemy territory, and disguise was necessary,
and it was arranged, for greater safety in avoiding detection, that
Charles should make his plans to start from Calais, while James operated
from Boulogne. Charles from the first had no illusions about Booth, but
for some reason known to himself he completely hoodwinked James;
he passed through Boulogne, pretending to choose a new base of opera-
tions further west; for some time no one knew where he was, and he
was supposed to be in Wales or the west of England. Actually he had
determined to go to Fuentarrabia, on the Franco-Spanish border,
where Mazarin was negotiating the Treaty of the Pyrenees with the

1 This plot is typical of the turbulent and sanguine spirit of a small minority
of Catholics, who thus rendered a very great disservice to the main body of
their fellow-churchmen. This tendency to plot on the part of a few added
considerably to the odium with "which the Catholics were regarded and may
easily have been a considerable factor in the belief accorded to Oatcs's Plot.